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SUB J : LIBERAL PARTY CHOOSES ITS CANDIDATE FOR CABINET VACANCIES 
REF: TEL AVIV 7702 

1 . SUMMARY: FOLLOWING THE LIBERAL PARTY CHOICE OF 
MK MOSHE NISSIM TO FILL ONE OF THE TWO VACANT MINIS- 
TRIES, A DECISION IS AWAITED FROM HERUT FOR ITS SELECTION 
FOR THE OTHER PORTFOLIO. BEGIN IS EXPECTED TO PRESENT 

HIS APPOINTMENTS TO THE KNESSET OCTOBER 24. HOWEVER, THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT THE DMC WILL RESUME COALITION TALKS WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT MAY UPSET THIS TIMETABLE AND MAY EVEN MAKE 
MOOT THE LIBERAL'S NOMINATION OF NISSIM. END SUMMARY 

2. IN A SECRET BALLOT LAST NIGHT THE LIBERAL PARTY'S 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE PICKED MK MOSHE NISSIM AS ITS CANDI- 
DATE FOR WHICHEVER MINISTRY IS AWARDED TO THE LIBERAL 
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PARTY WHEN PRIME MINISTER BEGIN COMPLETES HIS CABINET. 

NISSIM EASILY DEFEATED THE TWO OTHER CONTESTANTS, MKS 
MENAHEM SAVIDOR AND YEDIDIA BE'ERI. 

3. TWO WEEKS AGO BEGIN FILLED ONE OF THE THREE CABINET 
POSITIONS HE HAS BEEN HOLDING VACANT FOR POSSIBLE DMC 
PARTICIPATION IN HIS COALITION AGOVERNMENT BY NAMING 
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PROFESSOR AMNON GOLDENBERG MINISTER OF JUSTICE (REFTEL). 

THE EXPECTATION HAS BEEN THAT THE REMAINING TWO PORT- 
FOLIOS, SOCIAL BETTERMENT AND TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICA- 
TIONS, WOULD BE DIVIDED BETWEEN HERUT AND THE LIBERALS, 

THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES IN THE LIKUD. ALTHOUGH HERUT IS 
FAVORED TO RECEIVE SOCIAL BETTERMENT AND THE LIBERALS 
TO GET TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS, THE ISSUE IS FAR 
FROM SETTLED. NISSIM EARLIER REJECTED AN INFORMAL OFFER 
OF THE TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY AND THE 
PACKAGE REPORTEDLY NOW BEING PREPARED INVOLVES 
NISSIM BECOMING A MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO 
(LIBERAL PARTY LEADERS LAST NIGHT REFERRED TO THIS 
CABINET POSITION AS A "MINISTRY FOR SPECIAL FUNCTIONS) 

WHILE THE LIBERAL MINISTER FOR ENERGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE, 
YITZHAK MODA'I, WOULD ALSO RECEIVE TRANSPORT AND COMMU- 
NICATIONS. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER THE TWO MINISTRIES 
WOULD THUS BE COMBINED. 

4. THE HERUT CENTRAL COMMITTEE IS SCHEDULED TO MEET 
OCTOBER 20 TO PICK ITS MINISTERIAL CANDIDATE AND BEGIN 
IS EXPECTED TO PRESENT HIS APPOINTMENTS TO THE KNESSET 
ON OCTOBER 24, ONE WEEK BEHIND A SCHEDULE HE SET 

FOR HIMSELF FOLLOWING THE COLLAPSE OF THE LAST COALI- 
TION DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DMC. 

5. MEANWHILE, THE NRP HAS DECIDED TO DEMAND THE 
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DEPUTY PREMIERSHIP FOR INTERIOR MINISTER JOSEPH BURG 
AND A DEPUTY MINISTERSHIP IN THE SOCIAL BETTERMENT MIN- 
ISTRY. 

6. HOWEVER, COMPLICATING THIS SCENARIO ARE REPORTS 

OF THE LAST FEW DAYS THAT THE LIKUD AND THE DMC MIGHT 
RESUME NEGOTIATIONS THIS WEEK. APPARENTLY, PRESSURES 
FROM THE DMC RANK AND FILE, AS WELL AS FROM SEVERAL 
OF ITS LEADERS, FOR ENTERING THE GOVERNMENT ARE HAVING 
THEIR EFFECT. WE WERE INFORMED BY LIBERAL PARTY SECRE- 
TARY-GENERAL AVRAHAM SHARIR THAT DMC MK SHMUEL TAMIR 
ASKED HIM TO POSTPONE LAST NIGHT'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
MEETING IN ORDER TO KEEP THE VACANT MINISTRIES AVAIL- 
ABLE TO THE DMC. THE LATTER PARTY IS NOW AWAITING THE 
RETURN TODAY OF ITS CHAIRMAN, YIGAEL YADIN, FROM THE U.S. FOR 
A DECISION ON RESUMING COALITION TALKS. 

LEWIS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, ELECTION CANDIDATES, POLITICAL PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 17-Oct-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TELAV07968 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770381-0422 
Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 050/aaaabqtg. tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fd31ac2d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 TEL AVIV 7702 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 887679 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LIBERAL PARTY CHOOSES ITS CANDIDATE FOR CABINET VACANCIES 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, IS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fd31 ac2d-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



